Art at Cramlington Village Primary School 2020-2021
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To provide children with opportunities to share and express their individual
creativity, whilst learning about and making links with a wide spectrum of different
types of art in our society.
To develop children’s critical abilities and understanding of their own and others’
cultural heritages through studying a diverse range of male and female artists and
designers throughout history.
To develop a strong understanding of the visual elements of art and design (line,
tone, texture, colour, pattern, shape, 3D form) which will enable children to reach
their full potential.
To equip children with specialist vocabulary and the skills needed to develop a
rigorous understanding, critical awareness and inspiration of art and design.
To immerse the children in engaging, relevant and challenging activities to ensure
they experience excitement and passion for learning alongside developing their
creativity, independence, judgement and self reflection skills.
To provide our children with wider opportunities in art to make contextual links and
develop skills in other subjects such as maths, writing and topic subjects.

Theory and Research
A report published by AQA confirmed that art promotes educational benefits that are not
adequately addressed elsewhere in the curriculum. Children therefore need a broad
education that includes the arts. Art allows children to explore, build on and record their
own creative and imaginative ideas. It allows children to express their feelings and ideas
and encourages children to understand the world visually, instead of restricting learning
and the acquisition of knowledge to words. It develops both children’s observational and
analytical skills. Art enables children to explore and test out ideas and build their
self-esteem as they take autonomy over their learning. These benefits come both from
practising art and from learning about it, allowing children to gain a broad and well-rounded
education.
At CVPS, we work hard to ensure our curriculum provides cross-curricular opportunities for
children to develop these fundamental skills. For example, linking art to literacy to develop
our analytical skills and holding a yearly STEAM week, with one strand focusing on the
arts.
A unit of work planned for autumn will involve the children answering the question, ‘How
Has Art Changed The World?’ Each year group will focus on a variety of art movements
such as Impressionism, Cubism, Baroque and Classicism. We will use our progression of
skills document to develop our making skills as we will focus on drawing, printing, textiles
and painting. This will provide the children with a rigorous understanding and critical
awareness of art.
We currently use the following organisations to support us in planning our Art curriculum
NSTEAD assessment framework
Artsmark https://www.artsmark.org.uk/
Access Art https://www.accessart.org.uk/primary_art_curriculum_planning/

How do we implement Art at CVPS?
All teaching staff are are provided with an additional three days per year in addition to their
PPA to thoroughly plan engaging, well sequenced lessons across the year. Teaching art in
school has to meet the following criteria:
-Ensure KS1 and KS2 children have at least 1 hour of art per week
Art lessons in school involve the following:
●
A thoroughly sequenced unit of work appropriate for the year group in line with the
art progression of skills document that is available here. This has been developed
to ensure key art skills, knowledge and vocabulary are evident in every lesson.
●
Direct key vocabulary teaching used alongside oracy sentence stems to support
understanding of key language. Knowledge organisers have been created for each
year group to support this and are available here.
●
Opportunities for children to develop visual elements of art and design through after
school clubs. Examples include: Art, sewing and creative paper club.

How do we assess the impact of Art on our pupils?
In addition to regular teacher assessment methods covered under our Assessment for
Learning Policy, available here we regularly assess the impact of art for our students in the
following way:
We regularly request feedback from our pupils through questionnaires that our
child-led school council undertake
We request feedback from staff through questionnaires and through regular
discussions in staff briefings
Termly book scrutinies that are completed by the subject lead and reviewed by the
Senior Leadership Team
Termly learning walks with a key focus each term that are fed back to the Senior
Leadership Team
Peer to peer observations to share best practice
This successful approach at CVPS results in an exciting, engaging, high-quality art
curriculum that provides children with the foundations and knowledge for understanding our
world.
Our engagement with the local community and artists, ensure that pupils learn through
varied and first hand experiences. Our weekly forest school sessions also provide
opportunities to explore natural art and to express children’s individual creativity.
Frequent, continuous and progressive learning outside the classroom is embedded
throughout the art curriculum. Through various workshops, learning expeditions to
museums and galleries and interactions with an artist in residence, children have
developed their critical understanding and critical awareness of art.

