English at Cramlington Village Primary School 2020-2021
Our vision for English

At Cramlington Village Primary School we believe that a quality English
curriculum should develop children’s love of reading, writing and discussion
(Oracy). We aim to inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied literary
heritage and a habit of reading widely and often. We recognise the
importance of nurturing a culture where children take pride in their writing,
can write clearly and accurately and adapt their language and style for a
range of contexts. We aim to encourage children to be successful and avid
readers. We want to inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking
and listening and use discussion to communicate and further their learning.
We also believe that children need to develop a secure knowledge-base in
spelling, punctuation and grammar, which follows a clear pathway of
progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. We believe
that a secure basis in English skills is crucial to a high quality education
and will give our children the tools they need to participate fully as a
member of society
‘It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression
and knowledge’ (Albert Einstein)

Theory and Research - Reading
‘To be literate is to gain a voice and to participate meaningfully and assertively in decisions that affect
one’s life.’ (Y Kassam’s 1994 paper ‘Who benefits from illiteracy?’)
Reading for pleasure has been revealed as the most important indicator of the future success of a child
(OECD, 2002), and improvements in literacy, at any point in life, can have a profound effect on an
individual.
At CVPS we place a high priority on the teaching of reading. In addition to daily English lessons, children
develop their skills in early reading through the use of the RWI programme from reception to year 2 (and
above if needed). They continue to develop a range of reading skills, as well as a love of reading through
the use of the Leicester Town Council Inference Model of Reading (adapted from the work of Nicola Yuill
and Jane Oakhill “Effects of Inference Awareness Training on Poor Reading Comprehension” (1988).
Subsequent work by Cain, Oakhill, Barnes and Bryant, 2001 and Cain and Oakhill 2011)
We use a wide variety of quality texts and resources to motivate and inspire our children. We also provide
a wealth of enrichment opportunities, e.g. visitors, performances and learning expeditions. This ensures
that children benefit from access to positive role models from the local and wider locality.
We place a large emphasis on the teaching of vocabulary. A strong correlation can be made between the
number of words a child comes in contact with on a daily basis and the breadth of their vocabulary. Hart
and Risley best demonstrated this in their ground-breaking study in the 1990s. Their research into the
importance of socio-economic factors in this context concluded a child from a less advantaged
background could have experienced 30 million fewer words than a more advantaged child on starting
school (Hart, B. and Risley, T. 2003)
In light of this, CVPS plans for high quality interactions in lessons, including talking about the child’s focus
of interest, varying vocabulary, and using words in different contexts. Also there is strong emphasis on
Oracy skills throughout the curriculum (see Oracy documents)

Theory and Research- Writing
Teachers in CVPS adopt a Talk 4 Writing approach, and ensure that cross curricular links
are woven into the programmes of study.
Talk for Writing is an approach to teaching writing that encompasses a three-stage
pedagogy: ‘Imitation’ (where pupils learn and internalise texts, to identify transferable ideas
and structures), ‘innovation’ (where pupils use these ideas and structures to co-construct
new versions with their teachers), and ‘invention’ (where teachers help pupils to create
original texts independently). These tasks improve writing ability by giving pupils an
understanding of the structure and elements of written language.
More specifically, T4W shares many of the features of the ‘Self-Regulated Strategy
Development’ teaching approach (SRSD). The effectiveness of the SRSD approach is
supported by ‘strong evidence’ in a meta-analysis of research commissioned by the
Department of Education in Washington. These features include the following: strategies
and techniques to shape writing for different purposes; the gradual release of responsibility
from teacher to pupil; the selection of writing for a variety of purposes and audiences; the
use of exemplary texts; genre-specific techniques; and pupil self-evaluation and
self-reinforcement.

How do we implement English at CVPS?
All teaching staff are are provided with an additional three days per year in addition to their PPA
to thoroughly plan engaging, well sequenced lessons across the year. Teaching English in
school has to meet the following criteria:
-Ensure KS1 children have at least 1 hour of English per day and 30 minutes per day of small
group Read Write INC or guided reading. In addition 15 minutes individual reading and at least
10 minutes whole class book sharing.
-Ensure KS2 children have at least 1 hour of English per day and 30 minutes per day of guided
reading. In addition 20 minutes individual reading and at least 10 minutes whole class book
sharing.
English lessons in school involve the following:
●
A thoroughly sequenced unit of work appropriate for the year group in line with the
English progression of skills document that is available here. This has been developed
from the National Curriculum to ensure key skills, knowledge and vocabulary are
evident in every lesson and regularly revisited.
●
A whole school English lesson format that has been adapted to ensure maximum
learning using Rosenshine’s Key Principles of Instruction (Further information available
here.)
●
Use of specific checklists to self assess and develop writing
●
Direct key vocabulary teaching used alongside oracy sentence stems to support
understanding and encourage children to develop language and learning in the
classroom
●
Children from Year 2 also access the Accelerated Reader Programme to assess and
practise regular reading and MyOn online library for home and school reading.

How do we assess the impact of English on our pupils?
In addition to regular teacher assessment methods covered under our Assessment for
Learning Policy, available here we regularly assess the impact of English for our students
in the following way:
-

We regularly request feedback from our pupils through questionnaires e.g. reading
preferences that our child-led school council undertake
We request feedback from staff through questionnaires and through regular
discussions in staff briefings
Termly book scrutinies that are completed by the subject lead and reviewed by the
Senior Leadership Team
Termly learning walks with a key focus each term that are fed back to the Senior
Leadership Team
Weekly spelling tests
Formal testing through Accelerated Reader, STAR reading and NFER reading tests
Analysis of reading habits from Myon

This successful approach at CVPS results in an exciting, engaging, high-quality English
curriculum that provides children with the foundations and knowledge for understanding our
world.

