Music
Progression of Skills
Cramlington Village Primary School
Oracy and Vocabulary
EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Sentence stems
It sounds the same because…
It is the same because…
It is different because…
This is… and that is…
It sounds like…
I like this because….
I did this………
I’ve done this…
I think that…

Sentence stems
They are the same because…
They are different because…
They are alike because they
are both……
I found…hard/easy because…
I like / dislike because…
I feel that……..next time.
I could………
In my opinion……because……
My partner thinks...

Sentence stems
They are the same because…
They are similar because...
They are different because…
They are alike because they
are both…
Next time I could…
I found…….hard/easy
because…………
I like / dislike……because……
It was interesting because…
I like this because…
I like the part
where……because…
What I found hard about this
work was…….
I found this piece of work
hard/easy because…
I prefer....because….
My partner thinks……

Sentence stems
…….and…..are alike in that...
….and…..are similar
because…
….and....are different in that….
….. Is…… while….. is
I found this work….because….
Next time I could/would/…
Maybe you could try…
I feel that……..
I enjoyed it because….
….was successful / ambitious
because……
You could improve this work
by…
I agree/disagree because…..
I appreciate/understand……..’s
opinion because/as/due to….

Sentence stems
…and....are both………
…and…..are alike in that….
…….and……are similar
because………
……..and……have the
following points in common: …
One similarity
between……..and……..is
that…….
Another is…….
A further……..
One difference is……
A further difference…….
I enjoyed…because……
…..was successful / ambitious
because………
You could improve this work
by…
Maybe you could try……
Next time I / you could /
would….
I agree/disagree because…..

Sentence stems
In some ways….and…….are
alike. For instance they both…
Another feature they have in
common is that……
Furthermore they are both…
However they also differ in
some ways. For
example…….while…….
Another difference is……
My view is
that……..because…
This is supported by the fact
that…….
In my opinion....
Furthermore…….However……
Possible improvements may
include……
Therefore / In my opinion / I
believe
He/she considers…

Sentence stems
In some ways………and…..are
alike. For instance they
both…..
Another feature they have in
common is that……
Furthermore they are both……
However they also differ in
some ways. For
example……..while……
Another difference is
that…..whereas…..
Finally………but……
The similarities/differences
seem more significant that the
similarities/differences
Because…….
My view is that…….
In my opinion……
This is supported by the fact
that…..
Furthermore……however……
Possible improvements may
include…..
Or alternatively……..
Consequently / Based on fact /
Because of my beliefs……..
After / On reflection
It is my understanding

Vocabulary
Fast, slow, loud, quiet, song,
instrument, sound, practice,
perform, warm up, voice (start
getting the children to change
sounds, eg. ‘Boom chika
boom’ in a happy voice, sad
voice, grumpy voice, tired
voice, squeaky voice etc.)

Vocabulary
Fast, slow, loud, quiet, song,
instruments (begin to name
some popular instruments),
beginning, middle, end,
pulse/beat, rhythm, long, short,
smooth (Start asking ‘timbre’
questions - how does it
sound?)

Vocabulary
Verse, chorus, introduction,
loud, quiet, fast, slow,
instruments (be able to name
some popular instruments),
pulse/beat, rhythm, beginning,
middle, end, compose, round,
echo, introduce crochet,
quaver

Vocabulary
Crotchet, quaver, minim,
dotted minim, semibreve,
crotchet rest, quaver rest,
minim rest, semibreve rest,
rhythm, beat/pulse, pitch,
dynamics (loud = forte, quiet =
piano, crescendo = getting
louder,
diminuendo/decrescendo =
getting quieter)
Intro, verse, chorus, bars,
instrumental, time signature
(4/4), call and response, round,
echo, graphic score,

Vocabulary
pitch, dynamics, tempo,
texture, structure, rhythm,
metre, riff, ostinato, melody,
harmony. Identify orchestral
family timbres, cyclic patterns,
duration, timbre, instrument
families (string, woodwind,
brass, percussion), be able to
name a wider range of
instruments incl. world
instruments, graphic score,
notation, bars, 4/4, 3/4,
introduce treble clef notes
(EGBDF, FACE), staff/stave,

Vocabulary
Round, harmony, accents,
Iconic musicians, music
timeline, treble clef notes
(EGBDF and FACE), 4/4, 3/4,
ostinato, introduce musical
elements

Vocabulary
Musical Elements/ dimensions:
Dynamics, timbre, tempo,
pulse, rhythm, pitch, duration,
structure, pentatonic scale,
time signatures, call and
response, echo, ostinato,
round, improvisation, treble
clef, crotchet, minim,
semibreve, dotted minim,
dotted rhythm, quaver, all
equivalent rests, staff/stave,
bar lines, repeat marks,
Medieval, Baroque, Classical,
Romantic, 20th Century

treble clef, bar lines

Controlling Sounds Through Singing
EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Use the voice in different ways
such as speaking, singing and
chanting.
Perform simple rhythms,
poems, rhymes and songs by
copying.

Perform with an awareness of
others.
Take part in a group singing
performance.
Create patterns with their own
voices (high, low to investigate
pitch, quiet, loud for dynamics,
long short for duration).
Copy and create patterns with
their own voices.
.

Sing songs in ensemble
following the tune (melody)
well.
Perform songs to an audience.

Sing simple songs with others
or individually, remembering
the melody and keeping in
time.
Perform in tune and with
expression.
Pronounce the words in a song
clearly (diction)

Sing simple songs with others
or individually, remembering
the melody and keeping in
time.
Perform in tune and with
expression.
Sing a range of songs in tune
with expression ,as part of a
group or individually.
Listen to a second part and
know that ostinato is a
repeating pattern in singing.
Perform with an awareness of
tempo and dynamic.
Evaluate their own singing and
make improvements.

Sing a separate part in a group
performance, keeping in time
with the group, e.g. sing or
play a part in a round.
Perform with an awareness of
tempo, dynamic and musical
style.
Evaluate different types of
singing (gospel choir, rock
band, solo voices) and give
their preferences..

Sing an individual role in a
group performance, from
memory or by reading notation,
singing solos,
accompaniments or directing
the group.
Perform own part in a round or
other split part.
Maintain a harmony (singing
higher or lower than the main
melody) in a song.
Evaluate different types of
singing from different cultures
and heritages, and discuss
their preferences.

Controlling Sounds By Playing
EYFS
Use a range of percussion
instruments to accompany well
known rhymes with a steady
pulse.
Select their own instrument
Musical instrument:
PERCUSSION

Year 1
Make and control long and
short sounds (duration).
Investigate pitch by using
chime bars, copying high and
low notes.
Musical instrument: CHIME
BARS

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Follow instructions on how and
when to sing/play an
instrument.
Develop awareness of pitch by
identifying higher and lower
notes
Musical instrument: TUNED
PERCUSSION

Play notes on instruments
clearly and include steps/
leaps in pitch.
Improvise (including call and
response) within a group using
1 or 2 notes.
Musical instrument:
KEYBOARDS

Perform with control and
awareness of what others are
playing.
Improvise (including call and
response) within a group using
3 notes.
Musical instrument:
TRUMPETS

Perform in solo and ensemble
contexts using a variety of
techniques, confidently,
expressively and in tune.
Lead a call and response
pattern involving 3 or 4 notes.
Musical instrument:
RECORDERS

Maintain own part in a round/
sing a harmony/ play
accurately with awareness of
what others are playing.
Play more complex
instrumental parts. Improvise
using 5 notes of the pentatonic
scale.
Musical instrument:
UKULELES

Year 5

Year 6

Creating and Developing Musical Ideas (Composing)
EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Adapt well known action songs
with own sounds eg Old
Macdonald had a farm’.
Suggest new actions/sounds
for a well -known song or
rhyme.

Create a sequence of long and
short sounds with help
(duration).
Clap longer rhythms with help.
Make different sounds (high
and low– pitch; loud and quiet–
dynamics; fast and
slow-tempo; quality of the
sound- smooth, crisp, scratchy,
rattling, tinkling etc.– timbre).

Carefully choose sounds to
achieve an effect (including
use of ICT).
Order sounds to create an
effect (structure
beginnings/endings).
Create short musical patterns.
Create sequences of long and
short sounds- rhythmic
patterns (duration).

Compose and perform
melodies using two or three
notes.
Use sound to create abstract
effects (including using ICT).
Create/ improvise repeated
patterns (ostinati) with a range
of instruments.
Effectively choose, order,
combine and control sounds

Compose and perform
melodies using three or four
notes.
Make creative use of the way
sounds can be changed,
organised and controlled
(including ICT).
Create accompaniments for
tunes using drones or melodic
ostinati (riffs).

Compose and perform
melodies using four or five
notes.
Use a variety of different
musical devices including
melody, rhythms and chords.
Record own compositions.
Create own songs (rapsstructure).
Identify where to place

Compose and perform
melodies using five or more
notes.
Show confidence,
thoughtfulness and imagination
in selecting sounds and
structures to convey an idea.
Create music reflecting given
intentions and record using
standard notation.

Control playing instruments so
they sound as they should.
Use pitch changes to
communicate an idea.
Start to compose with two or
three notes.

(texture/ structure).

Create (dotted) rhythmic
patterns with awareness of
timbre and duration.

emphasis and accents in a
song to create effects
(duration).

Use ICT to organise musical
ideas (where appropriate).
(Combine all musical
dimensions).

Responding and Reviewing (Appraisal)
EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Hear, listen and respond to the
pulse in music. Identify when a
pulse is faster or slower.

Hear, listen and respond to the
pulse in music. Hear, listen
and respond to different moods
in music. Identify texture– one
sound or several sounds?
Choose sounds to represent
different things
(ideas,thoughts, feelings,
moods etc.).

Identify the pulse in music.
Recognise changes in timbre
(sound quality, smooth, crisp,
scratchy, rattling, tinkling etc.),
dynamics (loud and quiet),
tempo (fast and slow) and
pitch (high and low).
Start to recognise different
instruments.

Internalise the pulse in music.
Know the difference between
pulse and rhythm.
Start to use musical
dimensions vocabulary to
describe music– duration,
timbre, pitch, dynamics, tempo,
texture, structure.
Use these words to identify
where music works well/ needs
improving.

Know how pulse stays the
same but rhythm changes in a
piece of music.
Listen to several layers of
sound (texture) and talk about
the effect on mood and
feelings.
Use more musical dimensions
vocabulary to describe music–
duration, timbre, pitch,
dynamics, tempo, texture,
structure, rhythm, metre, riff,
ostinato, melody, harmony.
Identify orchestral family
timbres. Identify cyclic
patterns.

Know how pulse, rhythm and
pitch fit together. Use a range
of words to describe music (eg.
duration, timbre, pitch,
dynamics, tempo, texture,
structure, beat, rhythm, metre,
silence, riff, ostinato,
melody,harmony, chord, flat,
sharp, dotted rhythm, staccato,
legato, crescendo,
diminuendo). Use these words
to identify strengths and
weaknesses in own and
others’ music.

Know how the other
dimensions of music are
present throughout songs and
pieces of music. Use musical
vocabulary confidently to
describe music. Work out how
harmonies are used and how
drones and melodic ostinati
(riffs) are used to accompany
singing. Use knowledge of how
lyrics reflect cultural context
and have social meaning to
enhance own compositions.
Refine and improve own/
others’ work.

Listening and Applying Knowledge and Understanding
EYFS
Listen for different types of
sounds.
Know how sounds are made
and changed.

Year 1
Make sounds with a slight
difference, with help.
Use voice in different ways to
create different effects

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Listen carefully and recall short
rhythmic and melodic patterns.
Use changes in dynamics,
timbre and pitch to organise
music.
Change sounds to suit a
situation.
Make own sounds and
symbols to make and record
music.
Start to look at basic formal
notation- play by ear first.
Know music can be played or
listened to for a variety of
purposes (in history/ different
cultures).

Know the number of beats in a
minim, crotchet, quaver and
semibreve and recognise
symbols (duration).
Play with a sound than symbol
approach.
Use silence for effect and
know symbol for a rest
(duration).
Describe different purposes of
music in history/ other cultures.

Combine sounds expressively
(all dimensions).
Read notes and know how
many beats they represent
(minim, crotchet, semibreve,
quaver, dotted crotchet, rests).
Know that sense of occasion
affects performance.
Describe different purposes of
music in history/ other cultures.

Create music with an
understanding of how lyrics,
melody, rhythms and
accompaniments work
together effectively
(pitch/texture/ structure).
Read/ work out the musical
stave (notes as Year 4).
Perform songs in a way that
reflects the meaning of the
words, the venue and sense of
occasion so that the audience
appreciates it.
Describe different purposes of
music in history/ other cultures.

Use increased aural memory
to recall sounds accurately.
Use knowledge of musical
dimensions to know how to
best combine them.
Know and use standard
musical notation to perform
and record own music (adding
dotted quavers).
Use different venues and
occasions to vary
performances.
Describe different purposes of
music in history/ other cultures.

